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and  the  Elephant 
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CHARACTERS 

•  Fish  #  Elephant  •  Lion 
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(As  the  curtain  rises ,  we  see  a  forest  scene  on  the  stage.  There  is  a  lake  on 
one  side  of  the  forest.  The  lake  covers  nearly  one  fourth  of  the  stage. 
There  are  sharp  rocks  under  the  water  and  a  small  fish  is  swimming  in  the 
lake.  On  the  other  side  some  thick  bushes  can  be  seen.  A  large  elephant  is 
roaming  in  the  forest.  His  trunk  swings  with  the  sweet  music  in  the 
background.  Now  the  light  on  the  lake  gets  dim.  With  the  gradual  change 
of  light,  the  music  softens  and  the  elephant  dances  rhythmically) 

Friends!  This  elephant  is  the  most  carefree  elephant  I  have  ever  come 
across.  He  is  very  powerful  and  strong  but  all  he  uses  his  strength  for  is 
either  to  uproot  trees  just  for  fun,  or  to  bully  other  animals. 

(The  elephant  dances  around  in  the  forest) 

...  At  the  other  end  of  the  forest,  there  was  a  lake.  The  lake  had  very  sweet 
water.  The  water  remained  cool  even  in  summer.  In  this  lake  there  lived  a 
naughty  little  fish  ...  On  seeing  the  lake  the  elephant  came  to  drink  water. 
..  When  the  fish  saw  such  large  feet  in  the  water,  she  was  really  very 
surprised.  She  came  out  of  the  water  and  was  astonished  to  see  such  a 
large  animal  with  a  long  trunk. 

O  Gopl!  What  a  huge  animal!  (dives  back  and  again  comes  out)  Hey  you 
there!  vll%lajMpou? 

(The  elephan  fis  surprised  to  hear  a  voice.  He  turns  but  on  seeing  no  one 
around,  shakes  his  head) 

(Jumping)  This  is  me.  Why  are  you  looking  behind  yourself  ?  (The 
elephant  looks  down).  Who  are  you? 

I  am  the  king  of  this  jungle.  I  am  the  most  powerful  animal  (The  fish  dives 
back  in  water.  As  she  comes  out,  the  elephant  catches  her  with  his  trunk) 
Now  you  tell  me,  who  are  you? 
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I  am  the  queen  of  this  lake.  I  am  the  strongest  animal  in  this  lake.  Do 
you  follow  me? 

(With surprise)  Hmm  ... ! 

Just  leave  me  and  I’ll  tell  you  more. 

(As  soon  as  the  elephant  leaves  her,  the  fish  dives  in  the  water.  After 
swimming  for  a  while,  she  again  comes  out) 

So,  you  were  telling  me  something. 

Uh! ...  yes. 

Well,  then  continue. 

Hmm! ...  I  don’t  feel  like  talking  now. 

(Angrily)  I  demand  an  answer.  You  should  respect  me  ...  I  am  the  king  of 
the  jungle. 
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I  know  that. 

(She  dives  back.  The  elephant  stares  at  the  water  angrily) 

Come  out  you  little  trouble  maker.  Didn’t  you  hear  what  I  said? 

I  don’t  care.  If  you  are  the  king  of  the  jungle,  I  am  the  queen  of 
this  lake.  I  am  not  your  subordinate. 

What!  You  call  yourself  my  equal.  You  are  such  a  puny 
creature.  You  are  no  match  for  me. 

(He  starts  to  go  away) 

You  are  sadly  mistaken,  elephant. 

I  am  not.  I  know  you  are  no  match  for  the  king  of  the  jungle. 

So  what,  I  am  also  the  queen  of  this  lake? 

I  am  much  more  powerful  than  any  other  animal.  I  can  uproot 

big  trees  with  ease . Ha,  ha!  You  can’t  even  come  out  of  water 

and  you  want  to  say  that  you  are  my  equal. 

Pride  is  a  very  bad  thing,  0  elephant.  I  agree  that  you  are 
powerful  but  it  is  always  the  wise  who  win. 

(Laughing)  You  think  you  can  beat  me.  Ha,  ha,  ha! 

(Offended)  So  you  don’t  believe  me.  I  challenge  you  to  a  trial  of 
strength  to  arrive  at  a  decision. 

(Surprised)  Decision!  What  decision? 

You  are  the  king  of  the  jungle  and  I  am  the  queen  of  this  lake. 
We  will  decide  who  is  more  powerful. 

(To  himself)  Nonsense.  What  is  there  to  decide?  I  know  very 
well  that  I  am  definitely  more  powerful...  (to  Fish)  OK!  I  accept 
your  challenge. 

Then  let  us  fix  a  date  for  the  contest. 

(Enthusiastically)  I  will  come  tomorrow  evening.  Then  we  will 
decide. 
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I  agree.  But  be  sure  that  you  come. 

(The  fish  dives  back  in  water.  The  elephant  goes  off  the  stage. 
The  lights  on  the  lake  start  fading  out  while  the  lights  fall  on  the 
bushes  at  the  other  end  of  the  stage.  A  Lion  comes  out  of  these 
bushes) 

(To  himself)  Ha,  ha!  Now  comes  my  chance.  I  always  wanted  to 
see  this  elephant  lose.  He  is  so  very  sure  of  himself.  If  I  can 
somehow  help  the  fish  win,  how  ashamed  he  would  be  to  lose 
to  a  tiny  fish .  This  is  a  chance  in  a  lifetime  . . .  But  what  can  I  do  in 
this?  There  has  to  be  a  way  out. 

(The  lion  sits  down  and  tries  to  think  of  apian.  The  lights  now 
concentrate  on  the  lake) 

O  God!  What  have  I  done?  How  am  I  going  to  win?  He 
certainly  is  more  powerful. . .  Now  what  should  I  do?  There  is  no 
one  to  help  me  either  ( the  lights  spread  over  the  stage) 

I’ll  help  you. 

You? 

Yes.  Do  you  want  to  beat  the  elephant?  Right. 

Yes,  yes!  But  how  do  you  know  that? 

(Pointing  at  the  bush)  I  was  hiding  there  and  listening  to  your 
conversation.  I  also  want  the  elephant  to  lose.  You  don’t  worry. 
I  will  help  you. 

All  right.  But  how  will  you  help  me? 

Listen  carefully  to  my  plan.  You  both  hold  one  end  each  of  a 
rope  and  pull  it.  Whoever  falls  or  gets  exhausted  first  will  be  the 
loser. 

But  how  am  I  going  to  win?  He  is  so  powerful,  he  will  easily  win. 
(Laughing)  Don’t  worry!  You  will  win.  You  just  tie  your  end  of 
the  rope  to  some  underwater  rocks.  So  you  will  just  have  to 


Weft 


RRft 

Weft 

RTRt 

Well 

RTRt 

Weft 

^T^fr 


w^ft 

R7Rt 


WQ7TT...  W|ftl  3tk  RT!  R  RTef  W  3TTRR  RR7  RFRf  RF7  ^fteT  %  fRRT^  VS 
RTWIT  sffr  WR  RR  RfTRt  %  Tft^  ft5R  RI3>JII  (&h sl  Wt  3Ttr  $y?ll<l  R?<d  TR7 ) 

(Srdfad  WfWT)  3^R!  7JR  fRRRt  3R5^  rIj  37R  RRR  (W^T^twqpff  ^tkcft 

tl  3TR  RR  Rt  WeicTl-^RRT  RR  Rf  RTRT  RefT  RTRT  fl ) 


^RR  -  2 

(mzrft  iwtdwifrf  wtj  wtii  w  $>  f&ni  mft  isf  i)  ^  ^rter  % 

MIR  3Hldl  f| 

^  Weft!  R7RT  t  7J?  RTRT  37TI 

(wff  #r  WT  gR  /RRRcR  RRl  RRT  ^7 

Re7,RtRTffW,RTRTR  37MHH  %%RI 

37^  Rft  RRJ  R  RRR  ^..  (Tjmt  ^  RR  /RR77t  RT#  RT  #R7#  #  3#T  /RR  RR#  # 
RRR#  7RR77#  i)  R  Rt  RFRt... 

RRft?  RTT  Twt  ^  rrt  R#7t? 

RR  RR  TRRt  Rtf  7#t#R  37#  Rt  Rftf  #t  RR#t  R%RTRRtRTR7TI 
##FT  f 1  RRT  ^R  RTRt?  #  #RTT  \\ 

( Wctf  37777R  #  R7RT7  RRR#  7RR77#  #  3#T  TTtfr  WSf  ^ddH  #  RT#  R7R  ##  #/  f#T,  RR 
R7RR  TRRT  377  R77#  #1 

3#!  TJR#  3[R  RRT  TRFft  RffRRT  RJR  R#f  fWTTI  g#  Rt  eTRT  R1  ^R  #RTT  R#  R#f  RTR  RR# 
37R  TRRt  TsTlRil  TJ^  Wl  I 

RR  Rt  =£R5  Rt  RRR  R#  RTRlh  RT!  RT!  RT!  ^R  3TRRt  RR  RTR#  %  f#TR  #RTT  Rt  RT37T 1 
( WTzff  <Hril  <9#R^  RR  RifTT  RR7R  R7T777  # /  RR  RR  TTT#  RR?"  Wfa  R7777  777  RR  ^R  RR  37RR 
yjt  *rk  $  vvt  R7t  7#R777  #; 

C  RR  ^  y)d  $  &R/R  RR  J7R7R  377777  ^ ^ 


FISH 


ELEPHANT 

FISH 

ELEPHANT 

FISH 


ELEPHANT 

FISH 

ELEPHANT 


FISH 

ELEPHANT 


hold  the  rope  while  the  elephant  will  keep  on  pulling  till  he 
gets  exhausted,  understood.  Ha,  ha,  ha!  And  remember  I  will 
bring  a  rope  tomorrow  morning  and  then  hide  behind  that 
bush  (pointing  the  bush.) 

(Thrilled)  Oh,  how  nice  of  you!  Now  I  will  definitely  win.  (She 
swims  happily  in  the  water.  The  lion  also  goes  out  of  the  stage) 

SCENE-II 

(The  fish  is  swimming  in  water  and  a  rope  is  kept  near  the  lake. 
The  elephant  comes  towards  the  lake.) 

Hey  fish!  Where  are  you?  Come  out. 

(Coming  out  of  the  water)  Here  I  am. 

Are  you  ready  for  the  contest? 

I  have  been  waiting  for  you.  (The  fish  jumps  out  of  the  water, 
grabs  one  end  of  the  rope  and  jumps  back  in  the  lake)  ...  Hold 
the  other  end  of  this  rope. 

Rope?  What  will  we  do  with  this? 

Let  us  pull  this  rope  and  whoever  gets  exhausted  first  will  be  the 
loser. 

Well!  As  you  wish.  I  am  ready. 

(The  fish  dives  back  swiftly  and  ties  the  rope  to  a  big  rock.  Then, 
she  comes  back  on  the  surface.) 

Oh!  You  didn’t  start  pulling  yet.  I  thought  you  were  ready. 
Anyway,  now  start  pulling. 

It’s  just  a  matter  of  seconds.  Ha,  ha,  ha!  Be  ready  to  accept  your 
defeat.  (The  elephant  tries  hard  to  pull  the  rope.  When  he 
cannot  budge  it  he  gets  furious  and  jumps  around  as  he  pulls 
with  all  his  might.) 

(Sound effects  backstage) 
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(The  fish  calmly  holds  the  other  end  of  the  rope  and  pretends 
to  pull.  The  lights  alternately  fall  on  the  fish  and  the  elephant. 
After  some  time  the  elephant  seems  to  be  exhausted.) 
(Exhausted)  Come  out...  Please  come  out,  O  fish. 

(Coming  to  the  surface)  Now  what? 

(Exhausted)  I  just  remembered  some  very  urgent  work. ..  I  have 
to  hurry  back.  ..  Can’t  we  postpone  this  contest.  I  am  getting 
late. 

(The  elephant  leaves  the  rope  and  turns  to  go). 

(Sarcastically)  What  happened,  king  of  the  jungle?  Now  who  is 
more  powerful?  Ha!  ha! 

(Going)  Well!  I  am  in  a  hurry  now.  We  will  decide  some  other 
time.  (The  lion  comes  out  laughing  from  the  bushes.  The 
elephant  sees  him  and  stops  for  a  moment.) 

What  happened,  Your  Highness? 

(Hurrying  out)  Oh!  Nothing  really!  (The  elephant  leaves  the 
stage) 

(Laughing)  He  calls  himself  the  king  of  the  jungle.  And  here  he 
goes,  defeated  by  a  small  fish.  Ha!  ha! 

(turning  towards  the  audience) 

Remember  friends, 

They  win  who  use  their  brain,  not  those  who  use  their  brawn. 
(Proudly)  Well!  of  course. 

(The  fish  and  the  lion  laugh) 

(CURTAIN) 
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